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MILLENNIUM
to walk two blocks from Millennium, towards the plaza located at Water Street. Students participated from 
every grade, walking the two blocks towards the plaza where student government leaders held bright orange 
balloons. The student-led walk out was observed by plenty of onlookers along with faculty from Millennium. 
Some students held posters expressing their feelings and concerns about the safety of their peers and other 
students around the country regarding gun control. Many wore orange, a color stemming from the death of 
Hadiya Pendleton in 2015, who was shot and killed in a park in Chicago prompting her loved ones to wear 
orange to honor her death. This color later became the national symbol for gun control. Once all arrived who 
had opted to participate, the demonstration officially began with a minute of silence for the lives lost during 
the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. A minute later, student govern-
ment made the announcement that “We will now release a balloon for each life lost during the shooting.” There 
were seventeen orange balloons released, each by a student government leader who said the name of the victim 
that balloon represented. Following this act of honoring the lost students, attendees pulled out their phones to 
recite a speech given by Emma Gonzales, a student at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School which argued 
vehemently for stricter gun control. When the speech came to a close, chants such as “Enough is enough, Mil-
lennium stands with Parkland,” “Hey hey, ho ho, the NRA has got to go,” and “Throw them out” rang amongst 
the students. At 10:17, students were told by the members of SGE to return to school. Upon arriving to third 
period, students quietly sat back in their seats to continue their studies. We would like to thank SGE for a suc-
cessful and powerful walkout.

Additionally, a walkout took place on the twentieth of April, on the nineteenth anniversary of the Columbine 
shooting. One student who left school with the group going to the gun control rally at Washington Square Park 
at 11:30 a.m. on that Friday said “Going to the walkout was extremely empowering and it was amazing to feel 
as if this issue I’m so passionate about could actually be changed. As a teenager you don’t always feel as if you 
have any sort of power, but seeing everyone gathered in Washington Square Park made me feel as if I can make 
a difference.”
The students stayed at the rally for the whole school day and engaged with musical acts and chants protesting 
the prevalence of guns in the country. 

SOURCES: https://www.inverse.com/article/41457-national-school-walkout-on-april-20-why-orange-is-the-
color

Our Voice: How Millennium Staff Views School Shootings 
and Gun Control 
Oliver Cope, Umadai Gayadin, Wenjing Lin
Columbine, Sandy Hook, Marshall County, the list of school shootings in our country seems to grow at an 
alarming rate. On February 14, a shooting in Parkland Florida was added to this painful list. In fact, since 2013 
(merely five years ago), there have been 291 school shootings nationwide… 291 shootings too many. It is about 
time for our society and government to take immediate action against gun violence. But at what point, is this 
action deemed unnecessary or dangerous. Recently, President Trump tweeted of his solution to such a heart 
wrenching issue. He wants to provide guns to teachers who have a trained background or special experience 
with firearms.  But why teachers?

The #ArmMeWith campaign began to trend across the internet and introduced an otherwise unheard voice, the 
voice of teachers. For those of you who do not know, the campaign by teachers describes what they seek to be 
armed with as opposed to guns. For example, instead of being supplied guns and other firearms, teachers wish 
to be supplied with textbooks, better educational conditions, or other services in order to better the wellbeing 
of their students. This movement openly opposes gun violence, and instead asks to be supplied with  better 
resources. Surprisingly enough, 44% of the teachers at Millennium are familiar with the campaign. Whether 
spoken in advisory or read in an article, it seems that this campaign has done a suitable, yet incomplete job, 
at promoting their anti-gun stance. We asked Millennium teachers about  gun control and the #ArmMeWith 
movement. We interviewed nine teachers, here are their thoughts:
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Five out of nine teachers believe that schools are a target because they can have the largest impact. Unlike 
movie theaters or clubs, schools are filled with innocent children and staff members whose intentions revolve 
around education. “When [shooters] plot these things, they look for places with shock value, they look to make 
an impact or a statement. There is a high volume of kids involved which creates such a profound statement” 
says one teacher here at Millennium High School. Perhaps similar to terrorism, school shootings and other 
events are not about the violence and heartbreak, but the impacts, influences, and statements which are pro-
duced as a result. Similarly enough, another teacher makes the comparison with terrorism, “Shootings are a 
pure form of terrorism. The shooter is looking for some sort of attention and to cause terror, almost like a per-
formance.” According to our teachers, recent gun violence allows us to redefine and reconsider how we regard 
terrorism, proving the profound effect that gun violence has on our culture and in the world.

One teacher argues that gun control “is a very complicated issue and there are a lot of personal rights involved 
… for example, the issue of mental illness are crucial … [and]  clear laws are hard to write.” According to him/
her, gun control is a morally complex and nuanced issue. There is no clear-cut solution to the problems of gun 
violence. In addition, this staff member mentions the influence that mental health has on gun issues. In lieu 
of the recent attack in Florida, the issue of mental health has been a large concern. In addition, one teacher 
believes that “Gun legislation is a priority, but not in the classroom. I would want to improve mental health 
primarily.” So perhaps this is not a gun control issue, but more so a sign to revisit the regulations regarding 
documenting mental illnesses and conducting background checks in order to uproot the threat of having po-
tential shooters.

Though some may not align gun violences with mental health awareness, perhaps it can be viewed as a by-
product of our already judgemental and social media-driven mindset. As one teacher recalls her educational 
experience, “When I was in school, social media was developing and at home, social media can cause people to 
be mean to each other just like how they were in school. Social media provides more opportunities for anger 
to be heightened ... Kids can’t figure out how to cope with their anger.” This teacher provides a distinct point, 
perhaps social media is the catalyst for negativity and aggression in our society. Due to their lack of experience, 
some adolescents are unable to deal with the negative society and image that social media creates. Perhaps this 
anger spawns uncontrollable violence, especially conflict in schools such as school shootings.

Subsequent to Trump’s new controversial tweet, many teachers now fear the prospect of guns in the class-
room. One teacher told us that “Violence creates more violence. It changes the premise of the classroom and 
differs the environment for processing learning…It is changing the context of the classroom and my interaction 
with children.” In addition, another faculty member believes our predicament is “absolutely insane. Only a 
deranged person would say that. I would not want to be armed with anything. I want proper resources so I do 
not have to worry about the safety of students.” It seems as though our Millennium society does not support 
the idea of teacher ownership of guns. However, there are some who believe differently, “If [the teachers] are 
trained, there is not necessarily a problem. For teachers who get comfortable with guns, it should be consid-
ered.” In general, perhaps we should consider the use of firearms in the classrooms if carried by the right peo-
ple. In any case, no one at this school doubts that gun violence needs to be avoided and dealt with. Whether it 
be through enforcing stricter gun regulations, demanding for improvements within educational institutions, or 
adhering to other alternative solutions, no staff member of the Millennium community has outwardly support-
ed the proposal of teacher ownership of guns. 

Despite the controversy regarding gun ownership/restriction and feasible preventions to mass shootings, we 
must not neglect the voices of the teachers who dedicate time cultivating the young talents. There is no doubt 
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How to Prepare for the SAT 
MILLENNIUM

The SAT is a standardized test used for college admissions. There’s also the ACT, but we’ll be talking about the 
SAT instead. It is a important part of your life since it decides what college you’re going to. Many students are 
anxious and nervous about it, but you will feel confident and ready if you know how to prepare for it. 

What’s on the SAT

Reading Section
- For the reading, there is 52-multiple choices and passages.
- These passages are usually literature, historical documents, social sciences, and natural sciences.
- 65 minutes for the reading section.

Writing & Language
- 44 multiple choices question
- Grammar, vocabulary in context and editing skills
- 35 minutes for this section

Math
- 58 multiple–choice questions that is broken up into a 20-question section with no calculator and a 38-ques  
   tion section with calculators.
- Algebra 1 and 2, Geometry, and Trigonometry
- 80 minutes, 25 minutes for 20 question section and 55 minutes for 38 question.

Optional Essay
- 1 essay with 50 minutes to finish.
- Read a passage and explain in a essay how the author builds a persuasive essay.

Tips for preparing for the SAT

- Take practice tests, this is probably the most helpful tip for studying for the SAT. Taking practice tests will 
   familiarize you with the test thus making you more comfortable with it. 
- READ! Reading will improve your reading comprehension and ELA is a big part of the SAT
- Pay attention to all your classes, ESPECIALLY, Math and Ela because these classes help cover material on the 
   SAT.
- Start studying around Junior or in Sophomore year. If you are really ambitious, then you can start study in 
   Freshman year.
- Don’t stress yourself out about the test, stressing yourself will only make matters worse. 
- Go to tutor school or afterschool programs that help teach high school students how to do the SAT.
- On the day of the SAT test, make sure to have a good night rest, breakfast, and all your utensils.

Sources
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-sections
https://www.knewton.com/resources/blog/test-prep/top-10-ways-to-prepare-for-the-sat/
https://blog.prepscholar.com/how-to-study-for-the-sat

Ivan Zhang and Wai Lim Chan 
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How to Deal with College Acceptances and Rejections
MILLENNIUM

How to Celebrate College Acceptances

Do’s
- Tell your parents
- Treat yourself 
- Look for your Financial Aid Letter
- Look for scholarships
- Attend ‘Student’s acceptance day party’ to the school you 
were accepted in
- Keep working hard in Millennium
- Wait for more letters if not all your colleges responded
- Think about which one to go to if all your colleges re-
sponded

Don’t
- Jump on your roof railing out of excitement
- Wait till the last minute for something important
- Slack off

How to Cope with College Rejections

Don’t
- Feel bad
- Cry
- Think everything is over
- Jump on your roof railing out of sadness

Do’s
- Look at the colleges you did get accepted to
- Think positive: Now it will be easier for you to choose if you didn’t know where you wanted to go
- Take it as a New Experience: you can’t get everything you want in life
- Keep working hard
- Keep doing what you like to do

Karen Li
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Millennium Through the Ages
MILLENNIUM

 Every morning, approximately 650 students hurry to Millennium High School. rushing to arrive at 
their classes on time. However, rarely do we, as students, take the time to appreciate the fascinating history 
of lower Manhattan and the area around Millennium. We take for granted the building in which our school is 
located, and the adjacent streets, without knowing much about their history. That history dates back to prehis-
toric times.

 Around 25,000 years ago during the last Ice Age, a massive sheet of thick ice covered the whole region. 
This ice sheet created cliffsides and bedrock on the New York landscape. The first inhabitants of Lower Man-
hattan were descendants of hunter-gatherers who crossed the Bering Land Bridge which connected Siberia and 
Alaska before the melting of glacial ice. (Now, a body of water called the Bering Straits separates Siberia from 
Alaska). These hunter-gatherers constantly searched for wild animals and plants, while fanning out across all 
of North and South America over the course of many centuries. These inhabitants later become known as Na-
tive Americans, or American Indians. 

Thousands of years later, Leif Eriksson, the first European explorer to cross the Atlantic Ocean, reached North 
America. Eriksson, a Viking of Scandinavian descent, was the son of Erik the Red, who founded the first Norse 
settlement in Greenland. In 1000 A.D., Eriksson and his crew sailed to the coastal area of North America 
called Vinland. However, they never actually reached and explored the New York area. After spending a winter 
in Vinland, Eriksson and his crew returned to Greenland and never came back to further explore American 
shores. Although Leif Eriksson never colonized the areas he explored, his adventures foreshadowed future 
explorations by other European explorers such as Christopher Columbus, Giovanni da Verrazzano and Henry 
Hudson, which led to the colonization of North and South America.

 Despite the earlier discoveries of Leif Eriksson, Christopher Columbus is generally considered as the 
explorer who discovered the Americas. In 1492, with the financing and sponsorship of King Ferdinand and 
Queen Isabella of Spain, Columbus sailed west. Although he was determined to find a water route to sail to 
Asia, he never actually succeeded because he landed on Hispaniola, an island in the Americas, instead. His 
inadvertent discovery opened the door for Giovanni da Verrazzano and others to explore the New World. In 
1520, Verrazzano was sent by the king of France to explore the east coast of North America. Verrazzano also 
wanted to seek a passage to the Pacific Ocean and Asia, and although he too failed in doing this, he was the 
first explorer to discover New York Harbor. (The Verrazzano Bridge, that connects the New York City boroughs 
of Brooklyn and Staten Island, was named after him.) Finally, in 1607, Henry Hudson also sailed to look for a 
passage to Asia on behalf of the Dutch East India Company. He sailed up the Hudson River, which was later 
named after him, and discovered a strait in the ocean that led him and his crew through northern waters over 
Canada. His discoveries set the stage for Dutch colonization of the Hudson River region.

 The first Dutch settlement in the Americas was founded in 1615, when the Dutch established New Neth-
erland, a series of trading posts and forts up and down the Hudson River. In 1624, the Dutch established the 
West India Company to oversee all Dutch interests in the Western Hemisphere, and in 1625, they founded New 
Amsterdam, which later became New York. In 1656, the Dutch gave South William Street its original name, 
Slyck Straet, which is Dutch for ‘Mud Street’ or ‘Dirty Lane’. The Dutch later renamed Slyck Straet to Mill 
Street, because of a large windmill that was built on the present site of Millennium High School for the purpose 
of grinding grain. The name was changed again to South William Street; however, some sources claim that the 
Dutch renamed it after Wilhelmus Beekman, a Dutch immigrant who became mayor of New York City in 1681, 
while other sources claim that it was renamed by the British after Prince William in 1832. 

After 50 years of Dutch colonization of the Americas, the British took over the Dutch colony of New Netherland 
in 1664. However, in 1673, a series of wars erupted between the Dutch and the British. A Dutch fleet of 23 ves-

Russell Stern 
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The NCAA: National “Corrupt” Athletic Association 
U.S. NEWS

The NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament  has come to a close. Although there were insane upsets such as the 
first ever sixteen seed, UMBC Retrievers defeating the number one Virginia Cavaliers, there is a greater topic 
at hand. Heading into the Men’s College Basketball 2017-2018 season, many coaches have been accused of 
accepting bribes from businessmen. But, what do coaches do with this money exactly? According to SB Na-
tion this issue is important, “in that they involve college coaches allegedly taking bribes from businessmen in 
exchange for steering players to those businesses.” 

To elaborate, players are receiving money from coaches so that they will attend their school in hopes of im-
proving their basketball teams. This issue isn’t necessarily “illegal”, however, considering that college athletes 
are supposed to play for free, it doesn’t seem quite fair if certain schools can reach out to players through brib-
eries of money, while some schools don’t receive such deals, and can’t participate in such activities.
 
When the tournament was approaching and teams were being announced, teams that were “on the bubble”, 
or unsure of clinching the tournament were nervous. However, due to the fact that the NCAA didn’t want to be 
further involved in any drama with the FBI, teams that were not involved in the scandal were picked to play 
over teams that were accused of being in the issue. For example, schools such as USC and Oklahoma State 
were incredibly close to making the tournament this year. However, their coaches were accused in the scandal 
and as a result, the teams didn’t make it, and soon enough these coaches were fired. This scandal has caused 
many athletes from the NBA to speak out.

LeBron James, arguably the most dominant basketball player in the world, has his own opinion on the NCAA 
surrounding this controversy. James said “the NCAA is corrupt, we know that,” stating that particularly disal-
lowed actions take place in the world of college basketball. He has expressed his understanding that members 
of college teams are receiving outside payments in exchange for their participation and commitment to their 
team and/or an outside organization. Los Angeles Lakers guard Lonzo Ball has shared this same knowledge, 
that all NCAA personnel are being paid. Ball stated “everybody knows everybody’s getting paid,” and men-
tioned that he feels that it should be legal.

Overall, athletes are being paid from outside parties to either go and play for a certain university, or establish 
a partnership with a certain organization. Additionally, coaches are being paid to sway their team members 
towards a specific business, so that the business can gain exposure and profit. Although the “scandals” are not 
technically illegal under the United States law system, it is frowned upon and disallowed by the NCAA.

Andrew Kaplowitz and Max Berman 
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Post Porkland Gun Reform 
U.S. NEWS

On March 11th, 2018, The Trump administration proposed a new set of gun reform laws to Congress, thanks to 
the Parkland survivors and the thousands of teens all around America, who have refused to step down in their 
fight for stronger gun laws. In the proposal, which Trump confirmed he would support. The proposition in-
cludes arming school personnel with firearm training as well as backing a bill improving criminal background 
checks on potential gun buyers. 

The proposals include a plan to establish a commission spearheaded by Betsy DeVos, the Education Secretary, 
where they will discuss policy for firearm age restrictions and possible funding for school violence prevention.

“Today we are announcing meaningful actions, steps that can be taken right away to help protect students,” 
DeVos said when discussing the proposals.

Trump hit twitter on March 12th, a day after his discussion with the administration saying
“Very strong improvement and strengthening of background checks will be fully backed by White House. Leg-
islation moving forward. Bump Stocks will soon be out. Highly trained expert teachers will be allowed to con-
ceal carry, subject to State Law. Armed guards OK, deterrent!.......” He continued tweeting saying, “If schools 
are mandated to be gun free zones, violence and danger are given an open invitation to enter. Almost all school 
shootings are in gun free zones. Cowards will only go where there is no deterrent!”  

Other plans of action were discussed with Trump, one 
being raising the age limit to purchase a gun. Trump 
tweeted .”...On 18 to 21 Age Limits, watching court cases 
and rulings before acting. States are making this deci-
sion. Things are moving rapidly on this, but not much 
political support (to put it mildly).”

The once supported motion to raise the minimum age for gun buyers remains to be seen. On the other hand, as 
CNN politics put it, “President Donald Trump hasn’t entirely abandoned the idea of raising the minimum age 
for purchasing guns, hours after the President said there was ‘not much political support’ for the initiative.” 

White House press secretary Sarah Sanders, further explained Trump’s reasoning for dropping this proposal, 
by saying that he is focused primarily on pushing things he knows will have bipartisan support. So overall, the 
statistic that approximately 96 people are killed by a gun per day in America, may have finally made its way to 
the White House. 

SOURCES:
https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/11/politics/white-house-gun-school-safety-proposals/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/12/politics/gun-proposal-donald-trump-white-house/index.html
https://everytownresearch.org/gun-violence-by-the-numbers/#DailyDeaths

Zoe Woolrich 
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Talking Business: Unemployment, Wage Growth, and You 
U.S. NEWS

All of us will be looking into the job market during the 
2020s. When evaluating the strength of the general job 
market, there are couple of key factors that economists 
look at: unemployment and wage growth. That makes a 
lot of sense because first of all, when we are looking to 
start our careers, we would want low unemployment so 
that we have more open jobs and less people competing 
for them. Secondly, once we find a job we are going to 
want to get paid the most, hence, wage growth. Let’s 
take a look at some of the fundamentals and where these 
indicators are right now.

In 1958 William Phillips, an economist from New 
Zealand, researched the relationship between unem-
ployment and wage changes. Phillips concluded that 
when there is high demand for labor and not many 

unemployed workers, wages may go up at an accelerated pace. However, when unemployment is high and the 
demand for labor is low, wages decrease 
slowly. 

Currently, unemployment in the United States is at 4.1% ,the lowest it has been in the past 17 years. That is 
positive news for people entering the workforce because there are more available jobs. On the other hand, 
wage growth is in the 3% range, which is low considering the historically low unemployment rate. The current 
situation contradicts Phillips’ hypothesis because wages are not increasing as unemployment decreases. 

The New York Times looked at this irregular trend. The following image represents the data used to formulate 
their hypothesis. 

Their hypothesis is derived from the concept of a trifucated job market. In other words, the job market has 
three levels: lower skilled, middle skilled, and highly skilled. The two levels that have had higher job growth 
are the lower and higher skilled jobs; middle skills jobs are on the decline. 

Lower skilled employees are less likely to be able to seek higher pay and, as economic theory suggests, the de-
cline in middle skilled jobs also brings down wages. The only group that is having a positive impact on wages is 
the highly skilled employee due to their job growth. 

So what does all of this mean for us in the current economic environment? Education. Of course it depends on 
your chosen field (as I discussed in a previous article), but becoming highly skilled will provide the best oppor-
tunity for finding a job and having the best wage growth. No pressure though. 

Let’s talk business next month. 
Citations: 

Ferreira , Joana. “United States Unemployment Rate  1948-2018 | Data | Chart | Calendar.” 
United States Unemployment Rate | 1948-2018 | Data | Chart | Calendar, Trading  Economics, 9 Mar. 
2018, radingeconomics.com/united-states/unemployment-rate.   
Russell, Karl, and Peter S. Goodman. “Why Aren’t Wages Rising Faster Now  That 
  Unemployment Is Lower?” The New York Times, The New York Times, 7 Oct.  

Lucas Tedone
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Exploring the Sacred Valley
ARTS & CULTURE

Over February break, Millennium’s Foreign Ex-
change group traveled to Peru and explored the 
culturally rich Sacred Valley, region of the former 
Inca capital Cusco and the famed Machu Picchu. 

Three of their nine days in the Latin American 
country were spent in the small village of Pachar, 
home to native  speakers of the indigenous Quec-
hua and of Spanish with whom the group spent 
three nights in homestays. The students, despite 
some never having studied Spanish and many not 
being completely proficient in the language, spent 
time with their Peruvian families eating, playing 
games, and doing what one would do with their 
own family. During the day the group would head 
up the mountain to the work site where they shov-
eled and picked at the dirt to create a flat area for the placement of a water tank. Pachar, thousands of meters 
above sea level, receives infrequent amounts of water, and during the dry season they can not rely on regu-
lar rainfall. Therefore, the residents of the village and places like it need to create storage systems to sustain 
themselves during the dry months which make up most of the year. The water tank is part of an effort between 
the local Peruvian government and NGOs, such as the traveling group Rustic Pathways, who work to provide 
normally expensive labor in areas that can not afford to pay for it. 

After working hard, Millennium’s travelers traveled to Machu Picchu and soaked up the history and energy of 
the national treasure of Peru which attracts upwards of one million tourists annually from all corners of the 
world. The group learned about the discovery of the ancient Inca site and were told of the sanctity of preserv-
ing such a historically rich site for humankind. 

Following an enjoyable visit to Machu Picchu, the group wrapped up their trip with two days in Cusco, where 
they engaged in a scavenger hunt throughout the town square, bought many souvenirs, and reflected on the 
valuable work they had completed for the community in Pachar.

On the final day, among all of the exhaustion the group shared, no one seemed to want to leave. Before heading 
to the airport in Cusco for connecting flight through Lima back to New York, the group partook in one final 
activity in which all shared moments from the trip that  had taken them by surprise, made them laugh, or just 
summed up their amazing trip to Peru. 
The group left New York as little more than several clusters of friends full of ideas of what the trip would shape 
up to be. When they came back, they were one family, minds full of unforgettable memories and knowledge 
from a life changing trip.

Gordon Powers
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The Marvel Franchise and the Bechdel Test
ARTS & CULTURE

Adriana Guirguis 

If you have been outside or on social 
media at all since February 16, 2018, 
chances are  you’ve heard about Black 
Panther. The Marvel movie centering 
around Wakanda and their king, grossed 
over 1 billion dollars in the global box 
office in just 26 days. It’s been getting 
rave reviews and currently holds a 97% 
on RottenTomatoes. 

A rating which it earns. With strong 
female characters, engaging plot, beauti-
ful scenery, and an amazing soundtrack 
to tie everything together, it’s no surprise 
this Marvel movie topped the charts. 

And the Marvel hype following Black Panther doesn’t look like it’s dying down anytime soon. Certainly not 
after the release of the final trailer for Infinity Wars Part 1 which hits theaters April 27th. It’s a huge milestone 
in the Marvel Cinematic Universe as it’s the first of a two part movie that has been set up for ten years.

However, after Black Panther there’s a standard that needs to be met. Not simply on plot points, but on the 
characters and the way the characters interact with one another.  Black Panther not only had strong male 
characters that engaged the audience, it had strong female characters that were amusing, down to earth, and 
integral to the plot as individuals. Their entire significance and reason to be in the movie was not dependent 
on a male. It passed the Bechdel Test with flying colors.

If the Bechdel Test sounds unfamiliar to you, allow me to explain.

The Bechdel Test was created by Alison Bechdel in 1985 and it comes from her comic strip Dykes to Watch Out 
For. The rules are simple. A movie passed the Bechdel test if:  It has two named female characters, they talk to 
each other, and they talk to each other about something other than a man. It was originally meant to be a jab 
at male dominated movies at the time, and was quickly adopted into the world of feminism and is now used in 
Hollywood to see if a movie is female-positive.  

Black Panther passed, but with the cinematic universe of Marvel only growing, it’s important to see how the 
other movies in the expansive franchise stacked up.

Out of the 22 movies release after 2010 in the marvel cinematic universe, including the Amazing Spider Man 
films and the X Men series, only 12 pass. That totals to a meager 54% passing. This is troubling but not entirely 
surprising, more often than not the superhero genre is male dominated. This tends to lead to less promising fe-
male characters, overshadowed by their male counterparts. And while it may be common to see strong female 
characters they very rarely converse with each other. 
However there is definitely promise for Marvel movies to consistently pass the Bechdel Test. With movies like 
Guardians of the Galaxy 2 and Black Panther setting precedent for strong female characters in superhero mov-
ies, there’s hope for more characters along the lines of Gamora, Black Widow, Scarlet Witch, and my personal 
favorite Shuri. And not only are there signs of more of these strong characters to come, there’s hope for mean-
ingful conversations between said characters, that don’t revolve around a man. Let’s make Blank Panther the 
norm, not the outlier, and create conversations and questions that would make Alison Bechdel proud.
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Spring Activities in NYC
ARTS & CULTURE

It is spring again in New York and as the weather gets warmer there are numerous activities the city has to 
offer. Whether you like to stay indoors or go outside, New York has an activity that is right for you. 
Sakura Matsuri or better known as New York’s Cherry Blossom festival will be held at the Brooklyn Botanical 
Gardens during April 28-29. Celebrate the beauty of nature and Japanese culture by enjoying the festivities 
and viewing the pink-petals of the cherry blossom. The cost for students is $25 while the cost for adults in $30. 
Indulge in activities such as visiting a Japanese tea room, an art gallery, and a flea market with delicious choc-
olate. 
Holi Hai also called The Festival of Colors will be held on Governors Island on May 12, 2018. The festival 
encourages fun and leaving all worries behind; it is open to everyone, and entry is free. During the event, get 
messy and throw brightly colored powder, eat food from the numerous food vendors, watch dance performanc-
es, and learn how to do yoga. 
The Washington Square Outdoor Art Exhibit will last May 26-28 and June 2-3. During this time, many artists 
display their paintings, photos, sculptures, and fine crafts. This event is free, and despite its name it takes place 
on University Place, starting at East 13th Street continuing south to West 3rd Street. 
If any of these events were appealing to you, be sure to search online for more details. But if these activities 
were not appealing, it is always fun to stay home and read a good book or watch an interesting movie. 

Sky Marsicano

North Korea and the U.S.–The Adversaries to Begin Talks
WORLD NEWS

The United States and North Korea have had a tumultuous relationship since the Cold War, despite it ending 
nearly thirty years ago. The Korean War, which occurred from 1950 to 1953 brought about the negative rela-
tions between the United States and North Korea. After World War II ended in 1945, Korea was emancipated 
of Japanese rule. During this period, American fear of communism grew. To prevent communism from becom-
ing widespread, the 38th Parallel, a demarcation line separating North and South Korea was created. North 
Korea became an advocate and supporter of communism under Kim Sun II, while South Korea attempted to 
create a democracy with US support.
 
The escalation of hostilities between North and South Korea led to North Korea crossing the 38th parallel on 
June 25th 1950, armed with tanks and Soviet weaponry, attempting to take over South Korea. American civil-
ians were rushed out of South Korea, and President Truman debated on how to assist South Korea. Truman 
agreed to fund South Korean military action for the duration of the war between South Korea and North Korea. 
To many historians, this is seen as the start to the Cold War, “in which the US and Russia used others to en-
gage in conflicts because of fears that a direct war between the two sides would escalate to all-out nuclear war” 
(Jezard). To America, if South Korea came out of the war victorious, North Korea’s communist government 
would be defeated, diminishing Russia’s influence, and decreasing the chance of global communism. 
 
Although the Korean War officially ended on a stalemate, the nation  remained divided, and hostilities grew. 
The US bombing of cities in North Korea during the war is seen to North Koreans as war crimes: “The bombing 
is treated as the American original sin in the (North Korean) propaganda and it certainly was savage” (Ber-
linger).
 
After the war, the United States helped rebuild South Korea, while Russia, and other communist nations 
helped to rebuild North Korea by supplying them with manpower and technological input. With foreign assis-
tance, North Korea became a military threat with advanced missile technology and nuclear weapons. 
Since the Cold War, numerous incidents of nuclear threats and exchanges have occured between the United 
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States and North Korea. Some of these being the North firing a missile into the Sea of Japan, multiple US citi-
zens being arrested for commiting unspecified crimes against the country, and most recently, the threatening 
back-and-forth disputes between Kim Jong Un and Donald Trump. Amidst the arguments and threats between 
the two political leaders, people were in fear that the two nations were on the brink of a full out nuclear war. 
 
On March 8, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, or North Korea, reached out to the United States in an 
effort to meet for talks surrounding North Korea’s nuclear program. According to The New York Times, North 
Korea’s leader, Kim Jong-un has asked the United States, and, specifically, President Trump, to join them in 
talks in the new few months over the nuclear arms of North Korea. These messages have largely been conveyed 
through South Korean officials.
 
This discussion of future meetings between the two countries comes just weeks after the joining of North and 
South Korea under a united flag at the Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea. The Olympics saw rela-
tions between the two countries on the Korean Peninsula that would have been extremely unprecedented just a 
few weeks ago. 
 
The two countries have threatened each other with nuclear attack and sanctions repeatedly in the past decades. 
However, President Trump has recently tweeted at his satisfaction and readiness for talks with North Korean 
officials, signaling that North Korean and American relations may soon be improved. 
According to The South China Morning Post, North Korea will not necessarily get rid of their nuclear arms 
right away, but, rather, want to establish better relations and incentives with the United States government 
first. Furthermore, the Chinese government has expressed their favorable opinion of talks between North Korea 
and the United States.
The United States and North Korea may not ever be able to become allies due to their stark differences, but 
future nuclear talks bring a sense of hope to many across the world, hoping for no nuclear attack from either 
country. The talks between North Korea and the United States serve as a turning point in the foreign policy of 
both countries and in the order of the world.

Feng, Zhu. “Why the Trump-Kim Meeting Hinges on China.” South China Morning Post, South 
China Morning Post, 17 Mar. 2018, www.scmp.com/week-asia/geopolitics/article/2137380/why-trump-kim-
meeting-hinges-china.

 Landler, Mark. “Trump Accepts Kim Jong-Un’s Invitation to Meet.” The New York Times, The New
York Times, 9 Mar. 2018, www.nytimes.com/2018/03/08/us/politics/north-korea-kim-jong-un-trump.html.

According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, by 12th grade, 45% of students have smoked marijuana 
at least once. Through the past month, we have been investigating the reasoning behind why teens decide to 
try cannabis. From this research, we have concluded that teens use marijuana because it helps relieve stress, 
allows you to have a good time while being high and is good social experience. 

Despite these positive aspects of cannabis, the human brain reacts very differently to drugs with age, and mari-
juana is no exception. Kristina Lisdahl, director of the brain imaging and neuropsychology lab at the University 
of Wisconsin, explained that as the human brain naturally shrinks once it enters its teenage years, this process 
actually helps the brain make key judgments and remember important information. However, when used by 
young kids, cannabis reportedly alters the mind and disrupts crucial brain development. With regular use, 
cannabis can affect academic development by significantly lowering motivation. 

After constant exposure to the drug, a student’s mind can eventually develop a dependency on it. “Marijuana 
dependence occurs when the brain adapts to large amounts of the drug by reducing production and sensitivity 
to its own endocannabinoid neurotransmitters” (NIDA, 2018). As the user consumes more of the drug, they 
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start to become less fulfilled by a smaller dosage, resulting in a need to consume more of it. Eventually, this 
dependency on the drug will turn into an addiction. The distinction between dependency and addiction is that 
addiction can cause a person to have a difficult time completing daily tasks, as the drug can interfere with many 
parts of one’s daily life. 

Although marijuana presents many setbacks for teenagers, there are many positives that can amount from 
cannabis. Teenagers specifically are often times put in cycles of anxiety and stress, and for them the “high” that 
they receive from cannabis creates much needed relaxation. When THC hits our brain cells, it releases a chem-
ical known as dopamine, causing intense states of euphoria. This feeling of over-excitement and happiness is 
known to help treat anxiety and stress chronically (The positives and negatives: How marijuana affects your 
brain and body, 2014). Marijuana can also help teenagers socially as most strains of marijuana allow the user to 
feel comfortable speaking up in large crowds and with their peers. 

From the data we can conclude that almost half of the test subjects have experimented with marijuana at least 
once. However, half of the people who haven’t tried the substance are planning on using it sometime in the 
future. It is also important to note the lack of divide between users and non-users. According to the data, none 
of the test subjects would discriminate against other users, and 13 out of 14 think that marijuana should be 
legalized. 
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